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Goal: By нлнлΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀǘ 
ƭŜŀǎǘ нл҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŦƻƻŘΦ  
        
OBJECTIVES: By 2020 
1.   NW MI farmers supply 20% of ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǘŀƛƭΣ ŎƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ food purchases. 
 
2.   NW MI institutions source 20% food product through NW MI growers-processors. 
 
3.  NW MI generates new agri-food businesses enabling 20% regional food purchased  
 
4.  100% of NW MI residents access ample, high-quality, healthy, and culturally diverse 
diet, 20% of which comes from the region. 
 
5.  NW MI farmland, water and energy resources are available and affordable, building 
and maintaining long-term, sustainable business environment for diverse local 
agriculture and food production. 



Agriculture and Food  

Trends: 
Food and Eating:  demand greater than supply 

Food and Health:  greater awareness among consumers of food 
nutrients 

Food and Economic Development:  direct markets flourishing   

Crisis: 
Farmers aging/farms in the middle declining  

Land converting/disappearing 
 Obesity epidemic 



From Crisis to Opportunity: Localizing 

Food 
 

 

 

 

 

Grand Traverse Regional Market 

Feasibility Study 
 

 

 

 

 

Prepared for:  Traverse Bay Economic Development 

Corporation and Grand Traverse Regional Market Initiative 
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www.marketventures inc .com  

20% Pledge 
 

Grand Traverse Area 

Regional Chamber of 
Commerce 

  
Cadillac Area Chamber of 

Commerce 



New jobs in 
Michigan 

Strong regions, 
urban to rural  

Security: Food, 
fuel, climate 

More farms & 
food businesses 

Healthy children 
& families 

Good Food System Benefits 

Clean water, 
open spaces 



 



 



 



 



 



Agriculture and Economic Development 

Grand Traverse Region 

In terms of its share of economic activity, 
agriculture is four times more important to 

Northwest Michigan than it is to the state as a 
whole (Northwest Mi Farm Factor, Doug Krieger, MLUI, 2009) 



Grand Traverse Regional Market (Food Hub) 


