
 
 

Grand Vision Growth and Investment Areas Working Group 
Meeting Minutes from January 10th, 2011 

10:00am-Noon 
T.C. Chamber Building, Steelcase Room  

Mission Statement: Facilitate the growth and entrepreneurial culture of 
unique cities and villages that strengthen our region by encouraging business 
development, removing barriers, utilizing incentives, and fostering public and 
private improvements. 

  
 Members Present 
Nigel Griswold 
NWMCOG 
nigelgriswold@nwmcog.mi.us 

Bob Carstens 
Acme Planning Commission 
3rst5ns2@sbcglobal.net  

 Wally Dolamater 
Village of Suttons Bay 
 

Dave Skibowski 
Grand Traverse Center 
dls@skibowski.net  

 Tom Dolembo 
ER_BAM 
dolembo@hotmail.com 

 Bob Gilvie 
City of Frankfort 
Bco_fcp@att.net 

Kurt Schindler 
MSU Extension 
Schindl9@msu.edu  

Jim Lively 
MLUI 
jim@mlui.org   

Rob Bacigalupi 
T.C. DDA 
rob@downtowntc.com  

 R.J. Johnson 
City of Frankfort 
Mayor_bobby@yahoo.com 

Rob Franzo 
Mitten Communications 
rob@mittencom.com  

Josh Mills 
City of Frankfort 
jmills@cofrankfort.net   

 Blake Smith 
USDA Rural Development 
Blake.smith@mi.usda.gov 

Jan Kellogg 
NWMCOG/NLEA 
jan@northernlakes.net   

 Tom Stephenson 
ER_BAM 
Toms6464@gmail.com 

Paul Skinner 
Village of Empire 
paulskinner@charter.net  

 Pat Storrer 
City of Frankfort 
kiwipat@storrer.com 

 Adam Umbrasas 
Village of Kingsley 
kumanager@villageofkingsley.com 

Tim Burden 
Midtown Development TNC 
timkburden@gmail.com  

Jeff Vitton 
Grand Traverse County 
Planning and Development 
jvitton@grandtraverse.org 

Conner Miller 
AmeriCorp Vista 
thegrandvisionvolunteer@gmail.com 

 
 
Introductions  
Nigel Griswold  
 
Agenda Review 
COOLed Business Presentation with Tim Burden 



 
Review of Minutes  
No changes  
 
Hybra Energy 

 LED fixtures 
 Green jobs for Michigan – Hybra energy is looking to possibly hire IT 

services and other Tech services positions here in Northern Michigan 
 
Place Making Summit 

 There will be six breakout sessions on Place Making strategies 
 Event will show people how they can connect at the state and local 

level and how to access resources to grow your economy locally 
 Universities will be providing seats open to university students to attend 

summit 
 
Updates on Localities’ projects 

 Suttons Bay – On schedule to determining trails through Suttons Bay and 
improving access to the Bay 

 Elk Rapids – Hot spot done and working well, currently working on 
outside the box ideas to expand access. 

 Acme – they want regional input on what to do with M-72E, MDOT wants 
this regional input, and what to do about possible economic 
development area. 

 
City of Frankfort presentation, some key points: 

 Frankfort is working on a database of businesses to establish connection 
throughout the region. 

 Frankfort is working on a complete streets project for their city 
 They are working on Broadband Wi-Fi in Frankfort as well as Benzie 

County 
 They are working on a Car ferry service in Frankfort 
 Many other projects being worked on in Frankfort, available in 

document. 
 
Next Meeting 
Monday, April 11th, 2011  
10am 
Steelcase Room, T.C. Chamber Building, 202 E. Grandview Parkway, Traverse 
City, MI 49684 
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